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For JoAnna Roberto, it was a no-brainer. As the principal 

of Sheridan Park Public School in St. Catharines, Ont., 

she leads a staff that views climate change as one of the 

most important topics facing the world. Her school has 

won awards for its environmental consciousness and she 

is investigating energy-efficient electrical devices that 

could be incorporated into a renovation going on now.

So, when the Ministry of Education introduced changes 

to its Grade 5 science and technology curriculum to focus 

on conservation, they eagerly adopted the Generation 

Conservation program sponsored by local electricity 

supplier Horizon Utilities Corp.

"The utility was ahead of the curve in putting this 

package together," Ms. Roberto says.

Generation Conservation was developed three years ago 

as a pilot project, as the ministry was developing a new 

science curriculum for environmental stewardship. When 

Horizon got involved, it helped to add a layer of 

technological connections such as websites.

Ms. Roberto says Generation Conservation supported her school's science curriculum 

expectations and incorporated it with literacy and numeracy --a cross-curricular 

approach.

"That," she says, "drives home the fact that conservation touches everything."

Even better, the students could take what they learned at school and apply it at home 

by conducting home energy audits and assessing where they can improve conservation. 

Mr. Roberto says that parents are now commenting on energy consciousness in their 

households as a result of what the school is doing. The Grade 4/5 class became leaders 

in conservation.

"When we started the smart-metering initiative, a program that's being rolled out in 

our communities, they were able to take the activities they had done and spread the 

word through the building," she says. "The activities are real and they can apply them 

to their real life. It is truly about changing behaviour, about learning to be energy wise."

It's already happened at Sheridan Park Public School. From Earth Hour on March 28 

to Earth Day on April 22, the school cut energy consumption by 20% with its 

environmental program, called Eco Hawk, and Generation Conservation.
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And that's the point. "There has been a real push around sustainability across the 

curriculum," says Klaas Walma, secondary school consultant, Hamilton-Wentworth 

District School Board. "Now, no matter what the students are working on-- science, 

technology, geography -- there are opportunities ... to look at the environment and 

sustainability."

For example, the students might be doing energy audits at the school or home, doing 

waste audits and making recommendations to the school, to parents groups and to 

community about how to do a better job of conserving energy and diverting waste.

"We are looking for ways to include real-world, relevant issues to include in the 

curriculum," Mr. Walma says. "Students respond positively when given an opportunity 

to make a difference in their own homes and communities. When you tie learning that 

is relevant and important to their lives to an opportunity to act, it strengthens the 

learning."
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