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Introduction

To incorporate content and performance standards into curriculum programs, focus must
be on assessments designed to promote student learning and to allow students to
demonstrate the skills of thinking, communication, and application. By designing
assessments first, teachers are able to evaluate enduring understandings, consider
student’s prior knowledge, focus their instruction, and create an interconnected program
that allows for more accurate and relevant reporting as well as tracking of content
standards.

A focus on assessment planning is imperative to delivering a sound educational program
that will improve student learning. To encourage and promote student success in
learning, teachers should use a variety of strategies as part of the diagnostic, formative,
and summative assessments they conduct during a course.

This focus makes pre-planning essential. Pre-planned assessments allow teachers to
evaluate and report on student achievement of skills and understanding and offers many
benefits to both the teacher and the student. Ideally, this approach will invite teacher
collaboration around program planning and the templates provided in this resource will
facilitate both the process and the sharing of assessment strategies and tools.
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“Backwards Design”

A Strategy for Developing a Unit of Study

Select several Learning Expectations to be addressed as a Unit of Study
v

Design a Culminating Activity that addresses
all selected Learning Expectations

v
Fully describe the details of the Culminating Activity

7

Design activities/tasks that support the learning
required for the Culminating Activity

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Benefits for Teachers

e ensures covering of curriculum expectations

e provides richer assessments

e enables more accurate reporting

e helps ensure consistency within a department and school

e encourages teamwork and sharing

e ensures a variety of assessment practices and tools

e promotes concept that more assessment occurs during class time

e increases time available to spend with students

o allows for more flexibility during the school year as a result of pre-planning

Benefits to Students

o allows students to see what they are learning and why in a broad context
e provides opportunities for self-assessment

e ensures better opportunities to demonstrate understanding

¢ involves students more in the process of assessment

e develops students’ awareness of performance and content standards

e promotes valid opportunities to produce exemplary work

¢ develops students’ application of learning in personal or life contexts
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Standards-based Assessment Model

The standards-based assessment model requires that assessment practices designed to
improve student learning are central to an effective program. In designing a program,
teachers need to consider how content standards will be used to assess student
learning.

CONTENT STANDARDS
7

ENDURING
UNDERSTANDINGS

7

CULMINATING TASK(S)
(final 30%)

7

UNITS

(70% course work)

Purpose

To assist teachers with program planning and assessment, the templates provided
incorporate a standards-based assessment model. Using the templates as part of
program planning can help to:

o focus on student learning and improvement in designing rich authentic experiences
that emphasize assessment for learning rather than assessment of learning;

e ensure coverage of curriculum learning expectations by targeting key concepts and
enduring understandings;

e pre-plan integration of literacy and numeracy skills;

e ensure that comprehensive assessments of student achievement are completed
prior to reporting periods;

e identify a variety of assessment methods that are valid and reliable, and are aligned
to the learning expectations.
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Designing a Program

When designing a program, it is essential to recognize that all units are interconnected.
The summative evaluations for each unit act as formative assessments for the program’s
culminating activities.

v Read the overall and specific learning expectations for the course and highlight the
key concepts and recurring ideas.

v/ From the highlighted sections, identify and list the enduring understandings for the
course.

Develop essential questions to address throughout the program.

Develop a culminating task(s) that addresses and evaluates student achievement of
these enduring understandings.

v Ensure that the culminating task(s) reflects a balance of knowledge and skills.

v/ Design/plan summative evaluations for the course units, focusing on important
knowledge and skills for each unit.

v/ Ensure that the unit(s) develops skills and knowledge students need to be successful
with the culminating activities.

Unit One Unit Two Unit Three Unit Four
Diagnostic and Diagnostic and Diagnostic and Diagnostic and
Formative > Formative > Formative > Formative
Assessment Assessment Assessment Assessment
Summative Summative Summative Summative
Evaluation Evaluation Evaluation Evaluation

3 7 7 74

Culminating Activity
(Performance Task)
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Creating Performance Tasks

A performance task (Culminating Activity) is a complex activity that allows students to
demonstrate achievement of curriculum learning expectations, using an authentic
application.

v/ Select overall and specific learning expectations from the unit that are to be
assessed.
Choose 4-8 overall and/or specific learning expectations that can form a cluster.

Brainstorm activities that will assess students’ mastery of the learning expectation
cluster.

Choose an activity to develop.

Ensure that the activity reflects a balance of the four categories of knowledge and
skills identified in the Achievement Chart.

Create an activity that simulates a meaningful life situation.
Ensure that higher order thinking skills are required to complete the task.

Present students with an engaging challenge or problem to solve.

AN NN

Develop assessment criteria based on the identified curriculum learning
expectations.

Review the assessment criteria with students prior to assigning the activity.

Create a detailed assignment sheet for the performance task and review with
students.
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Designing a Unit

When designing a unit, it is essential to recognize that all units are interconnected. The
summative evaluations for each unit act as formative assessments for the program’s
culminating activities. A teacher should use diagnostic assessments to assess students’
prior knowledge. Formative assessments enable students to develop the skills and
knowledge needed to demonstrate a high level of achievement on summative
evaluations.

Cluster the overall and specific learning expectations to be addressed in each unit.
Choose some of the enduring understandings as a key focus for each unit.

Design diagnostic assessments that will identify student prior knowledge and skills.

DN NN

Design summative evaluations that assess student achievement of the enduring
understandings.

v/ Design formative assessments of the skills and knowledge students need for
successful completion of summative evaluations.

v' Ensure that each unit addresses specific and overall learning expectations in its
assessment.

v/ Ensure that each unit includes varied teaching/learning strategies.
v Ensure that each unit includes varied assessment tools and strategies.

v/ Ensure that the unit’'s assessments and evaluations reflect a balance between the
four categories of knowledge and skills.
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Glossary

Achievement
A student's learning demonstrated at a given time

Achievement Chart
A chart used as a reference for all assessment practice. It provides a framework
within which to assess and evaluate student achievement and to specify
performance standards found in The Ontario Curriculum policy documents.

Achievement Chart Categories
The Achievement Charts in The Ontario Curriculum policy documents are organized
into four categories of knowledge and skills — Knowledge/Understanding,
Thinking/Inquiry, Communication, and Application.

Achievement Levels
Brief descriptions of four different degrees of achievement of the curriculum learning
expectations for any given grade:

e Level 1 identifies achievement that falls considerably below the provincial
standard.

o Level 2 identifies achievement that approaches the standard.

e Level 3 indicates mastery of the curriculum learning expectations. Students
achieving at Level 3 in a particular grade will be prepared for work at the next
grade.

o Level 4 identifies achievement that surpasses the standard.

Anecdotal Record
A teacher’s short narrative of an individual student’s accomplishments based on
events and behaviours

Assessment
A systematic process of gathering information from a variety of sources that
accurately reflects how well a student is achieving the curriculum learning
expectations in a course or subject at a given time

Assessment Strategy
A process that permits students to demonstrate the knowledge and skills acquired.
Teachers should use a variety of assessment strategies.

Assessment Tools
Tools used by teachers to record student achievement, e.g., a rubric, a checklist, a
rating scale
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Criterion-referenced Assessment
A judgement of individual progress and/or achievement against previously
established standards, expectations, or criteria

Diagnostic Assessment
Assessment before starting instruction to determine what students know and can do,
and to identify strengths and weaknesses for the purpose of programming
appropriately

Formative Assessment
Ongoing assessment using a variety of strategies to inform students of their
progress, encourage students to build on strengths and overcome weaknesses, and
to help teachers determine the effectiveness of current instructional and learning
activities

Summative Evaluation
Assessments (paper-and-pencil, communication, performance task) designed to
indicate student achievement and to help teachers make formal judgements about a
student’s progress and achievement at the end of a unit, term, or course

Checklist
A list of expected skills, concepts, behaviours, processes, and/or attitudes used to
facilitate assessment of student achievement

Critical Questions
Questions, asked in student language, that target the enduring understandings.
These questions are recurring and guide further inquiry into the “big ideas.”

Culminating Activity
A summative activity designed to evaluate student achievement of the knowledge
and skills outlined in the curriculum learning expectations

Design-down Planning/Program Design
Pre-planning for a course or subject by identifying enduring understandings and
developing assessment strategies that will identify student achievement of these
understandings and, ultimately, the course or subject learning expectations

Enduring Understandings
Understandings derived from the curriculum learning expectations that have deep,
long-lasting value beyond the classroom

Evaluation
The process of judging the quality of students’ work on the basis of established
criteria, and of assigning a value to represent that quality
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Exemplar
Work or performance by a student that demonstrates a particular level of
achievement

Learning Expectations
A statement of the knowledge and skills students should develop and demonstrate in
their class work, on tests, and in other activities that are used to assess their
achievement. These expectations may be stated by grade and by subject and
categorized into specific and overall groupings.

Learning Expectation Cluster
A group of curriculum learning expectations assessed in a performance task

Learning Skills
Skills that identify student behaviour and attitudes, e.g., teamwork, work habits,
initiative, organization, and works independently, are assessed anecdotally and
should not be a consideration in the determination of student grades.

Performance Task
An engaging, authentic activity performed by a student or group of students under
the supervision of a teacher for the purpose of demonstrating specific skills and/or
knowledge identified by a cluster of learning expectations

Prior Knowledge
The knowledge and skills a student brings to the course/subject

Reporting
The process of communicating the results of measurement, assessment, and
evaluation to students and parents

Rubric
A chart that outlines for students (and teachers) a description of a range of levels in
which to assess achievement. This tool provides formative feedback for improving
student performance.

Strand
Specific knowledge and skill sets within a program area, e.g., writing in Language
and number sense and numeration in Mathematics, used as organizers for the
curriculum learning expectations

© Lianne Woodley and Angela Ferguson, 2003



A. Assessment Planning Template — Overview

Course of Study

Diagnostic/Formative Assessments

Summative Evaluation

Categories
Descriptions

KU|Th| C | A

Categories
Descriptions

KU|Th| C | A

Culminating Activity:

Unit:

Unit:

Unit:

Unit:

Unit:

K/U — Knowledge/Understanding T/l — Thinking/Inquiry
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