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 William Hamilton Merritt Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, 27th of February 2018 

 
In attendance:  Cathy Fletcher, Tricia Hall, Mirella Colantoni, Krstina Dickinson, Cheryl 
D’Costa, Acting Principal Mr. M. McLean, Teaching Rep-Mr. Stan Pawlik 
Regrets: Claire Gregory, Kerri Rogers.   
 

Issue or 
Topic: 

Welcome – Old Business 

Brought to 
attention by: 

Cathy Fletcher 

Points of 
Discussion: 

Dance-A-Thon: Was a huge success!  The students had loads of fun and 
raised $2,585!  $500 of the total proceeds will be donated to Hospice 
Niagara with another $500 being matched by an anonymous donor. Thanks 
again to the committee, Grade 8s and Mr. Barrett.  

Action 
Required: 

Take $1000 donation to Hospice and photo op with a few students for their 
monthly newsletter.  

 

Issue or 
Topic: 

New Business 

Brought to 
attention by: 

Cathy Fletcher 

Points of 
Discussion: 

Trivia Night: Friday April 13th:  Donations are still needed; spread the 
word especially to families with businesses in the school.  Contact Claire if 
you have any items for the silent auction, nickel raffle or if you contact a 
business please let her know so we don’t duplicate.  Committee meeting to 
be set up in the coming week.  Donation from part of proceeds to ALS 
society, amount to be determined after event.  
 
Movie Night: May the 4th (Be with you!) Star Wars:  All interested in 
running a movie night and Mr. McLean will book the gym. Committee of 
Claire, Tricia, Cathy and possibly Zohra as she had expressed interest in 
helping before.  If you are available to help before or during or after the 
movie, please contact Cathy or Claire. Committee to speak to Corey Motley 
to see about him setting up the big screen etc. and if not, we will just set up 
as usual in the gym with our own equipment.   

Action 
Required: 

Mr. McLean to make sure no booking for gym use on that night will occur. 
Claire to contact Corey.  
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Treasurer’s Report:  Krstina Dickinson 

Budget Overview 

"September 2017" 
Starting 
Balance 

   

$6,466.62   

              

       Starting Balance September 2017   $6,466.62   

Projected Revenue 

  

$6,350.00   

Projected Expenses 

  

                      $4,700.00 
 

Projected Balance 

  

$8,116.62   
(Starting Balance plus Projected Revenue 
minus Projected Expenses)     

       Projected Revenue 2017/18   Projected Expenses 2017/18 

  

     

  

Magazine Sales  $   1,950.00 

 

 Chromebooks  $2,000.00 

K-Cup Sales  $                 -   

 

 Scientist in the Classroom $2,200.00 

Dance-A-Thon  $   2,300.00 

 

 Local Charity/Donation                    $500.00 

Trivia Night $   2,100.00 

   

  

Cake Walk  $                 -   

   

  

Movie Night  $                 -   

   

  

Fundscript $                 -   

   

  

  

 

$   6,350.00 

   

$4,700.00 
Projected Goal set based on previous 
year’s figures         

 
February Budget overview continued on next page. 
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Budget Overview 

"February 2018" 

Starting Balance 

   

$       5,696.60 

 Expenses 

   

$               0.00 

 Revenues 

   

$       2,678.05   

Current Actual Balance $       8,374.65   

(starting balance plus revenues minus expenses)          

       Balance February 2018     $       8,374.65   

Projected Revenue 

   

$       2,100.00   

Projected Expenses 

   

$       3,875.00 
 

Projected Balance 

   

$        6,599.65   
(Starting Balance plus Projected Revenue minus 
Projected Expenses)     

       Projected Revenue 

 

  Projected Expenses   

Trivia Night  $   2,100.00 

 

 Scientist in the Classroom $2,200.00 

  

   

Local Charity/Donation     $500.00 

  

   

Teacher Assistance $1,100.00 

  

    

 

 Pizza Party        $75.00 

  

 

$   2,100.00 

   

$3,875.00 
Projected Goal set based on previous 
year’s figures         

 

Action Required: Teachers to hand in receipts for any expenses they have used.  None at this time.  

 

Issue or 
Topic: 

Principal’s Report 

Brought to 
attention by: 

Mr. M. McLean 

 Author Visit: Lacy Baker: The students enjoyed the visit and learned a lot. 
The Author/Publisher inspired many and used a lot of the same language 
that the teachers use in the classroom to promote writing skills.  
Clubs/Intramurals/Olympic Day/River Lions:  Junior Basketball 
intramurals have begun and so has Gymnastics Club. Badminton Club to 
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begin soon.  Olympic Day was organized well for all ages and teams had 
super fun. River Lions game coming up and our school has great seats at 
centre court.  
Purchases:  After a slight delay with the school changing banks for 
administrative purposes, Mr. McLean was able to secure some new math 
manipulatives for $1,600 based on recommendations from the DSBN Math 
Consultant.  He brought in a game of 24 to demonstrate and challenge all us 
council members; what fun, tricky, hands on learning! Two Smartboard 
Projectors were also bought to replace ones not working.  
Tech Allocation and Advancement:  Mr. McLean and Mr. Barrett our 
school Tech advisor, met with the DSBN Tech Consultant.  As previously 
discussed, schools will eventually be phasing out computer rooms.  Moving 
forward, our school would like to remain current and proactive before 
school desktop computers become completely obsolete. Mr. McLean asked 
council if we would be able to donate another 15 Google Chromebooks. This 
would then contribute to both floors having a Chromebook cart. Council 
agreed once it was determined that combined with our new and improved 
WIFI server, that these are the best classroom tech devices we can have for 
students and at least for another 3+years.   

This lead to a discussion on what will we do with the old computer room 
and if it will be something the school and council can fundraise for. Cathy 
and Kristina brought up a valid point that it is more beneficial for council 
and the school families to fundraise with a collaborative effort towards 
something that is new exciting like we did with the new Learning Commons.  
Mr. McLean spoke of what some schools have in place or are considering 
with their old computer rooms.  An exciting concept and the buzz in many 
schools across North America currently is the relatively new concept, 
“Makerspace.”   

What is a Makerspace? Inspired by hacking and tinkering culture, 
a Makerspace is a collaborative learning environment where students 
can come together to share materials and learn new skills. Makerspaces 
are not necessarily born out of a specific set of materials or spaces, but 
rather a mindset of community partnership, collaboration, and creation. 

Initially, Makerspaces emerged as a powerful learning force in the non-
academic community. However, colleges, high schools, and even elementary 
schools were quick to recognize a powerful learning opportunity, so the 
trend has now spread into the academic community ranging from 
elementary schools to colleges.  Makerspaces focus on the development of a 
wide range of skills including everything from woodworking and sewing to 
electronics, coding, MakeyMakey, Snap Circuits, Ozobots, laser cutting, 
green screen and 3D printing.  It’s important to note that no two 
Makerspaces are the same, nor is one necessarily more valid than the next. 
Each is unique in some way that reflects the culture that it represents. 
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School Makerspaces emphasize active learning and usually involve people 
of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
Regarding equipment and level of technological sophistication, 
Makerspaces vary widely and can consist of everything from a simple 
cart filled with arts and crafts materials and Legos® to a high-tech lab with 
green screens, 3D printers, iPads and hand tools. 
Makerspaces are not about the tools; they’re about enabling making. 
Even if you don’t have access to expensive…hardware, a room can become a 
Makerspace where kids and teachers learn together through direct 
experience with an assortment of high and low-tech materials. 
 
At the heart of the Makerspace movement is a culture of participatory 
learning. Makerspaces provide both students AND teachers with 
opportunities to exercise elements of participatory learning, which Project 
New Media Literacies identifies as: 
• Heightened motivation and new forms of engagement through meaningful 
play and experimentation 
• Opportunities for creating using a variety of media, tools, and practices 
• Learning that feels relevant to students’ identities and interests 
• Co-configured expertise where educators and students pool their skills 
and knowledge and share in the tasks of learning and teaching. 
 
For even more information and room ideas, please visit: 
http://www.makerspaceforeducation.com/ 
Or for cool ideas and materials: 
https://www.pinterest.ca/mrsjinthelib/makerspaces-for-elementary-
schools/?lp=true 
 
Of course the room would begin slowly, yet steadily with some donations 
and available funds at hand.  As we raise more money and have goals for 
equipment and materials, we can keep adding to it over time. Mr. McLean 
thought it would be beneficial for us to visit the one school in the DSBN that 
has a Makerspace room already in action.  He kindly set up a time for us to 
visit Connaught School on Wed. March 7th at 1:30pm.  We will only be 
there for 45 min to an hour at most for anyone that would like to join him 
on a tour of this new and exciting room.   
Connaught School-28 Prince Street St. Downtown St. Catharines.  
http://connaught.dsbn.org/ 
 

Action 
Required: 

As noted above.  

 

*NO MARCH MEETING*   Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 24th, 2018 -6:30pm  

http://www.makerspaceforeducation.com/
https://www.pinterest.ca/mrsjinthelib/makerspaces-for-elementary-schools/?lp=true
https://www.pinterest.ca/mrsjinthelib/makerspaces-for-elementary-schools/?lp=true
http://connaught.dsbn.org/

